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2001 SCHOBERMESSE

Sunday, July 8, 2001
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Bunker Hill Forest Preserve, Chicago, Illinois

PROGRAM

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. LBA - Section 3 Meeting
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Free Beer & Luxembourg Sausage
2:00 p.m. Games & Prizes

Tony Eberhart
Dolores M. Chozianin
Donald Hansen
Loretta Keegan
George Meyers

COMMITTEE
Peter Schroeder, Chairman

Pamela Schroeder
Madeleine Simon
Maybelle Simon
Wynne Thillens
Tony Viola

GREETINGS
Section 3 of the Luxembourg Brotherhood of America presents to the people of
Luxembourg birth and descent, friends and acquaintances, its 65th

Schobermesse. After an absence of 33 years, a group dedicated to working
towards embracing our roots has brought back the first Schobermesse in the 21st

century. In the years to come, we plan to once again make the Schobermesse the
banner festival for all of Luxembourg descent in the United States. From years
past, it was said "the success of the Schobermesse lies within itself. So, let it
begin again!

SPECIAL RECOGNITION at 65 YEARS

On this 65th Schobermesse, it is of special note that LBA, Sec. 3 has three living
members who have been in our organization for 65 years! They are:

John C. Fautsch
Ferdinand Thillens
Anthony J. Schroeder

April 10, 1936
December 12, 1936
December 18, 1936

And they have the longest years of membership in Sec. 3. It must have been a
very good year! May they have many more years with us - Congratulations!



"VALUE OUR INHERITANCE" - "MIR E'EREN ONSEN OFSTAM"

It began almost 100 years ago! The LBA Section 3 picnic was planned. It was
Friday, May 29, 1903. The afternoon came and so did the rain! The picnic was a
'wash-out', and so they tried again the next day, but it was too late - Section 3's
picnic was a failure. They had lost $15.00, which today would be about $300.00.

What to do? What to do? That was the burning question for Section 3 in the
following year, 1904. Finally, at a June, 1904 meeting, Peter Malget took charge
and perhaps, with a little help from a glass of Quetsch (plum wine), he was able
to encourage the other members to accept the concept of going "big time" by
having a Schobermesse (Fall Festival) in Chicago. Thus, Section 3 members
joined in, worked hard, and with money no object, they planned a two day
Schobermesse on Sunday and Monday, September 4 & 5, on north Ridge
Boulevard in Chicago. And so it began!

The Schobermesse began at a time when the 20th century was in its infancy. And
so was Section 3, as it had just become the third section of the Luxembourg
Brotherhood of America in 1897. By 1904, America was growing and
experiencing an immense influx of immigrants who were new to our land.
Theodore Roosevelt was President of the United States; Adolf was Grand Duke of
Luxembourg. In America, horse & buggy was still the main mode of
transportation on dirt roadways. Telephones were just coming into use. A
'talking machine' was a record player. A postage stamp was one cent! The
Chicago Cubs were known as the "Colts". A man's tie was 15 cents; a woman's
winter coat was $5.00! At this time, women wore long-sleeved, high-collared, full
length dresses along with high-topped shoes; men were resplendent in wool suits
with heavily starched collars, wide suspenders, large bushy mustaches and often,
it was all topped off with a stylish straw hat!

And so, dressed for a special occasion with the love of their Luxembourg
homeland still flowing through their veins, Sec. 3 members were eager to share
an experience from home, their Schobermesse. With so many Luxembourg
settlers within their midst, the fun & festivities surely brought back fond
memories of the long-standing, yearly tradition of the Schobermesse in
Luxembourg, which had been started by John the Blind in 1340. And it
continues to this day and is now known as the Schueberfouer in Luxembourg.

Starting here in America in 1904 and for 64 consecutive years, the Section 3
Schobermesse became the premier Luxembourg festival in the United States! It
withstood two World Wars, the Depression, eleven U.S. Presidents, and five
reigns in the Grand Duchy. During this time, we went from horse & buggy to
super, sleek automobiles; long skirts to bellbottoms; record players to stereos,
and the Colts to the Cubs. This two day event which was always held on the
Sunday & Monday of Labor Day weekend was so successful, that during many
years, there were as many as one hundred (100) Sec. 3 members on the
committee alone! The Schobermesse would include parades/processions, games


